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‘*SOLOMON AND THE QUEEN OF SHEBA,"’ BY GIOVANNI BATTISTA PITTONI 
1687-1767). PURCHASED BY THE GALLERY IN 1955. (Oil on canvas; 68} by 64| ins 


I share the fashion- 
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‘* Pittoni was an eighteenth-century Venetian, a contemporary of Tiepolo. 
- able admiration for this school, and I think that even the small reproduction conveys a sense 
of the taste, at once gorgeous and delicate, animating the theatrical treatment of this scene.’’ 
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“THE FINDING OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE,’? BY SIMONE MARTINI 
4 1283-1344). (Tempera on panel; 19! by 13) ins. 


‘‘ This brilliantly preserved work, by an artist rarely seen outside Italy, is one 
of the chief treasures of the Gallery. It combines formal simplicity, gay colour 
and a remarkably successful handling of the conflicting emotions.’’ 


OF A YOUNG MAN WITH THE CONVERSION F S. HUBERT 
I el 30 in 


**PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG MAN,’"’ BY REMBRANDT | 1606-1669). ** PORTRAIT 
PAINTED IN ABOUT 1629 Oil on {1 BY JAN MOST, 1475-1555 Tempera and oil or 
This picture may stand as a sy f great § y i The young n > i little mechanical I ‘ 
of Liverpool firms The Direc f the . ag lif ympany gave it in 1953 Dutch artist at t he power! His de 
s iality to the hunting party and the picnic 
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THE DIRECTOR'S CHOICE : FOUR MASTERPIECES FROM THE WALKER ART GALLERY, LIVERPOOL 
early European paintings formed by William Roscoe between 1800 and 


In making his choice Mr. Hugh Scrutton, who has been Director of the 

Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool, since 1952, has written his comments under 1815. The bulk of his collection now forms the core of the Gallery. The 

each painting and continues: ‘‘ Liverpool’s special distinction among Pittoni is one of a later group of acquisitions, mainly, in fact, British, unlike 

municipal art galleries is its collection of Old Masters. I do not think that the Pittoni itself. They are the fruit of a bequest of £20,000 from Lord 

this has come about by chance. More than in any other British provincial Wavertree, now, alas, exhausted. During recent years there have also been 

city a determination has been shown here to acquire Old Masters and to gifts of pictures again ona scale peculiar to Liverpool by the City’s business 
Over the years Liverpool has shown a 


acquire them for Liverpool. The four pictures reproduced here epitomise firms, as well as private citizens. 
this process. strong and steady wish to develop a great Gallery of European paintings, 


The Simone Martini and the Mostaert both came to Liverpool 
a century and a half ago. and there are signs that this tradition will be maintained in the future.’’ 


They are part of the remarkable collection of 
These works from the Walker Art Gallery are reproduced by courtesy of the Libraries, Museums and Arts Committee of the Liverpool City Council, 
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THE LARGEST PASSENGER FLEET ON THE ATLANTIC: AN IMPRESS 
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CUNARDERS OF TO-DAY: THE LARGE AND NUMEROUS MODERN DESCENDANTS OF SAMUEL CUNARD’S ORIGINAL PADDLE 
Q)% July 4, 1840, the steamship Britannia sailed out of Liverpool on her maiden voyage. ] 
She was a small ship by modern standards ; her hull would have fitted comfortably on 
the foredeck of the Queen Elizabeth, and her gross tonnage was only 1150. Aboard her 
as Samuel Cunard, of Halifax, Nova Scotia, and for him this occasion was the fulfilment of 
a lifelong ambition. He had succeeded in providing the first regular steamship service to link 
Britain and America, and here was the first of his liners making her maiden voyage. As each 
decade went by, the Atlantic liners steadily progressed. Between 1840 with the Britannia, 
207 ft. long, and 1874, when the Bothnia, of 422 ft., was delivered, Cunarders had doubled 
their length. Paddles gave way to screw propellers in the Andes and Alps of 1852 ; iron hull 
to steel hull in the Servia of 1881. Each decade could boast an outstanding ship. The 
Persia, of 1856, was the largest ship in the world at the time of her launch ; the Scotia, of 
1862, was exceeded in size only by the Great Kastern. Then came a succession of famous 
sister-ships. Umbria and Etruria (1884), Campania and Lucania (1893), Caronia and 
Carmania (1905), and those most famous sister-ships, Wauretania and Lusitania, of 1907. 
For twenty-two years the first Wauretania was the fastest liner on the North Atlantic ; and 
one of the outstanding ships of the century. With the Boer War, Cunarders went on active 
service, trooping to South Africa, and again in 1914 they were mobilised. Between 1914 and 
1918 Cunarders transported nearly a million troops and 10,000,000 tons of cargo, serving also 
as armed merchant cruisers and depot ships. War losses were heavy twenty ships totalling 
over 200,000 tons and immediately after the armistice an extensive building programme was 


By 1925 thirteen ships totalling 214,000 tons had been completed. Towards the end 


begun, 
[Continued opposite 
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SSIVE ARRAY OF THE ASSEMBLED SHIPS OF THE CUNARD LINE. 
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WHICH WOULD HAVE FITTED COMFORTABLY ON THE QUEEN ELIZABETIVS FOREDECK. 

Continued 

of the ’twenties plans were being completed for the realisation of Sir Percy Bates’s great 
project for a weekly service across the Atlantic to be maintained by two ships instead of three. 
Thus the Queen Vary came into bein Shortly after the Queen Vlury entered service in 1936 
her sister-ship, the Queen Elizabeth, was laid down and the date of her maiden voyage was 
fixed for March 1940, the Company's centenary year. But before that date war broke out. 
Led by the ‘‘ Queens,’’ the fleet carried over 4,400,000 passengers, handled 11,000,000 tons 
of cargo and steamed 5,360,000 miles between September 1939 and 1945. After complete 
reconditionir eight ships were put back into normal service and these included the Queen 
Elizabeth, which sailed virtually as a new ship in October 1946. On completion of the current 
building programme, consisting of four 22,000-ton liners for Canadian service, of which the 
last, Sylvania, will make her maiden voyage in June next year, the Company will have added 
to its Atlantic and Mediterranean services since 1946 fifteen ships of a total gross tonnage 
approaching 200,000. Denny Brown stabilisers have been installed in each of the four new 
liners for Canadian service, and in the Wedia, Parthia and Queen Elizabeth ; they are also to 
be fitted in the Queen Mary. With accommodation for more than 12,000 in First Class, over 
6000 in Cabin Class and 17,000 in Tourist Class, the present Cunard fleet offers an average of 
no fewer than 35,000 berths each month for transatlantic passengers, providing a wide range 
of accommodation to suit all tastes. In any one of these famous ships, which together form 
the largest passenger fleet on the Atlantic, one can enjoy, in each class, that tradition of 

gracious living which has made the name Cunard the hall-mark of sea service. 
and * Ascania™ have now been withdrawn from the Company's services, 


DLE-STEAMER BRITANNIA, 


The * Franconia” 
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THE CENTRE OF LIVERPOOL’S DOCK AREA: AN AERIAL VIEW DOWN THE MERSEY FROM 
ALBERT DOCK. THE PIER HEAD IS IN THE CENTRE, DOMINATED BY THE ROYAL LIVER 
BUILDING (WITH TWO TOWERS) AND THE DOCK BOARD BUILDING (WITH THE DOME). 
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LOOKING NORTH ACROSS THE NORTH DOCKS A GENERAL VIEW OF ONE OF THE 
WORLD'S FINEST DOCK SYSTEMS. THE FAMOUS GLADSTONE DOCK, WITH A TOTAL DOCK 
WATER AREA OF OVER 21 ACRES, IS THE MOST NORTHERLY 


This year Liverpool celebrates the 750th anniversary of the granting of its 
Charter by King John, who hoped to found there a new port for Ireland, 
to replace Chester. The Pool formed by the junction of a small stream 
with the tidal waters of the Mersey, formed a natural harbour capable of 
taking the largest vessels of the day. But, despite King John’s invitation 
‘*to all his faithful subjects ’’ to ‘‘ enjoy within the township of Liverpul 
all the liberties and free customs which any free borough upon the sea has 
within our land,’’ Liverpool's trade developed slowly. The significant 
commercial rise of Liverpool did not begin till over 450 years later, after 
the Restoration. The main causes of her rapid expansion then were the 
development of the American trade and the rise of the manufacturing 
industry of South Lancashire. This sudden increase of trade made the 
relatively shallow tidal Pool inadequate, and in 1710 work began on the 
construction of a large wet dock in the mouth of the Pool. This ‘‘ Old 
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BRITAIN’S SECOND GREATEST TRADING PORT: VIEWS OF LIVERPOOL’S DOCKS. 
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WHERE THE CROSS-CHANNEL VESSELS FROM IRELAND BERTH : PRINCE’S DOCK, WITH THE 
PIER HEAD BEYOND IT. THIS AERIAL VIEW LOOKS ACROSS THE CENTRAL DOCKS TO 
THE MAIN AREA OF THE CITY, WITH THE NEW ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL IN THE DISTANCE. 
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A REGULAR CALLER AT LIVERPOOL: THE CANADIAN PACIFIC 26,300-TON R.MS. 
EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND ALONGSIDE AT PRINCE'S LANDING-STAGE ALL CANADIAN 
PACIFIC PASSENGER VESSELS DOCK AT LIVERPOOL 


Dock,’’ designed by Thomas Steer, engineer of the first English wet dock 
at Rotherhithe in 1700, was opened in 1715. It had accommodation for 
80 to 100 ships and was an immediate success. Not long afterwards the 
merchants of Liverpool entered on a trade which was to bring the port 
further prosperity the Slave Trade. The eighteenth century also saw the 
growth of industries in Liverpool notably shipbuilding, pottery and watch- 
making. This prosperity, which reached even greater heights in the nineteenth 
century, resulted in the steady expansion of the docks. The second dock 

the Salthouse Dock -was opened in 1753. By 1825 there were seven wet 
docks by 1857 a further twenty-one had been added. Since then ten more 
have been added, including the famous Gladstone Dock, which was completed 
in 1927. The Port Authority the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board—was 
constituted by Act of Parliament in 1857, and it is this body which controls 
the great port of Liverpool to-day. (Colour photographs by Aerofilms Ltd.) 








